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PRESIDENT’S WORD
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Gpt thuthwpbhup hwpnibjupnup juwnwpt) b dtp 62 mwuphtbpnt hnitidpp
quuwhwwnb], whwnh ptwlwbtwpwup hwinhykhtup dbp hwdwjuupwuh
opowbwiwpuntibpnt pupdp juonnniphibiubpnit ubphwyjulwt ud hwdwowphwiht
jupnuljhtt Ypwy: Uspunnt knut wyb np Zujjuqbwng hwy bphnwuwpnp guu
hipwjywwnnil hwdwjuwpuwbtwjut nntt, dwubughnwljut yunpuunnipht b
huwdwyuwunuwupwt Jyuyulju: bull wnwohtt muphutpku dhtight opu, ny-hwy
nruwbinnp hnu quuuit hwinupun bt wbwswpniphtt pnipnn ghnwljut n puljEpught
Uplnnpun: Ul wuwnht ubybg hujjuljut wintwt hbwn wntgnibint wnhpp b
hwjwtnit pupdpwugnyu hp Juyuljubp:



Ujuop, witkjh putt wigbwhtt dbp wnwpbiniptwt Ukl dwup yhkwnp k ubybup huy
Ephnwuwpynipbw wenne ki hiptwduwnwh, htiptwdwbiwg b hwrwuwpuljonniws
wlduwinpmiptwt JEpunnudp: Uptw) hwyp vnwbu) wdkt winiwb nu
dwuttwghwnnipbwt nbuwlh Jyuyulut wohuwphh Ukl wpppowphwgpujut pk
EiEjunpntuyghtt hwugkba: Uyt dkp wykinpp wikht B G ghon hnt Enip Ubp
Zudwuwpup ywhwnp k pipk hp hrpuyunntyy pudhun:

Unpgnitiwl hwyp nhunnnuutpny odnnniws huyp sk hhdtwljwuht Uke, hmwyw nupuinp
dwnwigniptwt hhdwt ypuy juiqiws hp wuntinyg nt hwwwwnpny, tnp Ynpny b unp
hngh untinénn hwyu k dpgnitwlyp, hp hwynipbwdpp wphowphht punph
wpnwwnwuhpniphtl, tnp dwljuppul nt dpwljniws hngh uthnnn wudt k:

fnn wphawph stwhiwtdh dhuyt dbp wgbwht: Upjawwnhtip np wphaiwuph hwohip
nkubk Ukp puph wuyyuqupht: Ypbuy hwdwpuupubl dp wpupub pab s wliljugby:
Uwljuy Zuwjuqbwbip hup hpdk wtwp Ewyu popnpp wuyk:

bulj nppwtt UkS gnhnitiwljniphil Ynt tnwy hush wy np wju tnwpniwt
opowtwitwpunkpnit dke nithip Zwjkytu nt Lhuwmykh dbp quuiwljubpku ndwip E
hptug punnwuhputpnit wy Yp dunplip pununniphtt ne gnhnibwniphii:

While we live in a region where the past preoccupies much of our imagination, time,
justifications, and priorities, and as much as we value the treasures of the past that have made us
who we are, | invite you today, during this auspicious ceremony, to shift the focus to the future.

Assuming you are well grounded, and positively grounded in your past, you are not receiving
your esteemed bachelor’s or master’s degree to simply focus on the ground on which you
stand. You are receiving the degree you earned, so that you may move forward.

The future is often defined in terms of its uncertainties and risks. In Lebanon, the future is
popularly presented these days with scenarios of socio-religious clashes, demographic quakes,
and economic woes. You, dear graduates, have been equipped to see further aspects of the future
as well. The future is wider and may be brighter because of you.

What education does is to move us away from simple predictions and fatalistic
conclusions. Good education equips us to walk into unknown territories with known skills,
virtues, cultivated resources and vocations.

Therefore, | invite you to develop a good friendship with your future, while keeping your critical
friendship with the past. The future is not dangerous, it is not your enemy. The future is a neutral
space awaiting your constructive character and dedicated input.

In conclusion, or as a start, | beseech you: befriend you future, today.



And may God bless that future.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome as our guest speaker the Head of Delegation of the
European Union to Lebanon, Ambassador Christina Lassen.

Ambassador Lassen hails from Denmark and came to this post from working as Head of
Department for Security Policy and Stabilisation at the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She
was previously Head of Department for Public Diplomacy and Communication at the Danish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2013-2014), after being Ambassador of Denmark to Syria and
Jordan (2009-2012). She was also Head of Cabinet to the Danish Permanent Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs, Special Advisor to Danish Prime Minister and First Secretary at the
Embassy of Denmark in Washington.

Ambassador Lassen holds a Master in Business and International Relations from the Copenhagen
Business School and was a Fellow at the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs at
Harvard University. She was also a Diplomat in residence at the Issam Fares Institute for Public
Policy and International Affairs at the AUB.

Ambassador Lassen, we welcome you to Haigazian University, and are eager to listen to your
speech.



