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Chair of the Board of Trustees, Dr. Hasmig Baran, dear
guests and graduates,

Throughout history, institutions of society have promoted
various notions of virtue, and virtues have given shape to
their identities.

Universities too have participated in developing a sense of
virtue and have warned against vices that would be
detrimental to moral living.

| am not sure anyone enrolls at a university to gain moral
virtues. University education is recommended for its good
utility in the market, assuming that degree holders have
employment advantages, higher social status, that they will
probably live longer, be happier, and be better citizens.

Each age has its own virtues, this we know, some virtues
persist, other gradually disappear. There is always a gain,
and a loss.

Of the virtues that need special attention in our days is the
virtue called RESPECT.

What and who you respect and why tells us who you are.

You would like for everyone to respect you, this is your need
and your right, and it is seen as an objective reality. For you
to respect all others as human beings, despite all
disagreements, is considered subjective, and sometimes
optional.



It is no secret that self-respect and other-respect are inter-
related. This, your liberal arts education has taught you.

In our society, one of the vices that persists is the loss of
respect. It is where respect is expected to be displayed
mainly to the strong. Respect is to be given when we have no
choice. Respecting the laws of the country are considered
optional, respecting those neighbors or citizens who are
weaker than ourselves is considered spinelessness, respecting
those with long experience in our times of technology is
considered tardiness, respecting those who made us who we
are is considered confinement.

Dear graduates, for you to live and work with virtues in your
heart, I invite you to be mindful of the fact that education
taught you about your limitations. It taught you about the
others’ gifts. It taught you about uncertainty. It taught you
about development of skills. It taught you about the role
many parties played in your success. It showed you how
others kept less, so that you may gain more.

Valuing respect is still a needed virtue. Whether our
Lebanese society is in modern, post-modern or medieval
times and atmospheres is not our topic. But no matter in
what era we live, remember that respect is what | need from
myself for myself, what those around me need from me
without discrimination. If | need to respect those who have
not contributed anything to me simply because of their
humanity or their mere presence as neighbors, then how
much more respect we need to exhibit to the parties that
hold the secret for our being! Remember you Creator,
remember His creatures, remember your families, and



communities and country, remember that those stronger
than you are need your respect equally with those who are
weaker than yourselves.

Alongside your good degree and good education, remember
there is a secret in humans called virtue.

The virtue of RESPECT is the key for your success.
CONGRATULATIONS and our best to you beyond our
walls.
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