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Alma Mater Haigazian,

Thou, the cradle of our dreams,

By the shade of cedar trees,

From the Araradian fields,

We salute thee, Alma Mater,

Our beloved Haigazian.

   You gave us truth, you set us free,

   Showed the way to eternity.

   You taught us all true leadership

   Is service of God Almighty.

Faithfully with us you bore

Sorrow, pain and scars of war.

Like the phoenix, you will soar,

Stronger, fairer than before.

We hail thee, O Alma Mater,

Our beloved Haigazian.

   You gave us truth, you set us free,

   Showed the way to eternity.

   You taught us all true leadership

   Is service of God Almighty.

Here we stand, and pledge to thee

Our true love and loyalty;

And to all humanity,

Service with integrity.

We thank thee, O Alma Mater,

Our beloved Haigazian.

Alma Mater
Haigazian University
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Another successful academic year has come to a close 

at Haigazian University,marked by achievements and  

progress.

It has been a year full of positive moments, a great variety 

of events, and much positive energy. 

These have been the result of the support that the 

Haigazian family shows one another. 

Being supportive of others is one of the most important values this university has.

 It is unmistakable; one who enters the campus and becomes part of Haigazian 

feels this quality all around.

We congratulate the graduating students of the Class of 2018 and invite them to 

continue to share the caring and energy that they enjoyed at Haigazian University in 

the next stage of their lives.

I wish to thank the entire Haigazian family for their cooperation in preparing “Focus 

2018”.

Razmig Kaprielian

A Note from the Editor
Focus 2018
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Class of 2017
Ani Darakjian, M.D. -Chair    AMAA
Louis Kurkjian     AMAA
Robert Kurkjian     AMAA 
Maro Nercessian     UAECNE
John Sagherian    UAECNE Vice-Chair and Rec. Secretary
Vahram Shemmassian, Ph.D.  AMAA

Class of 2018
H. Steven Aharonian, M.D.   AMAA
Seta Karagoezian    UAECNE
Herair Mouradian     AMAA 
Vahe  Nalbandian, Ph.D.   AMAA 
Gary Phillips, Esq.    AMAA
Eddie Racoubian, M.D.    UAECNE

Class of 2019
Hasmig Baran, Ed.D.   AMAA 
Serge Buchakjian    AMAA
Nabil Ekmekji     UAECNE 
J.B.M. Kassarjian, Ph.D.   AMAA 
Mr. Hrag Marganian, M.D.   AMAA
Haroutune Nicolian, M.D.   UAECNE

Ex-Officio Members
Joyce Philibosian Stein    SPF Chairperson
Nazareth Darakjian, M.D.   AMAA President
Zaven Khanjian     AMAA Executive Director
Rev. Paul Haidostian, Ph.D.  HU President
Rev. Mgrdich Karagoezian, President,  UAECNE

Board of Trustees
Haigazian University



President Paul Haidostian

Haigazian University has completed 64 years of academic 

life in a most central sector of Beirut, serving a very diverse 

student platform from Lebanon and abroad with all it takes 

to be young and promising people of knowledge, skill and 

humanity.

We have learnt by practice and conviction that higher 

education is all about the future, while it is based on the 

wealth of knowledge and experience that fl ow from the 

past. Indeed, the future is not dictated by the limitations 

and the shortcomings that are imposed on us. The future of the educated generation is 

determined by how we break new ground, and faithfully fi ll the gaps of our surroundings 

with things that are healthy, helpful, and sustainable.

Without self-discipline, ethical education, seriousness of purpose, and honesty, the 

new generations are doomed to repeat the unfortunate subcultures of carelessness 

and selfi shness they may have inherited from the past. Without a critical approach and 

a culture of conscientiousness the diff erences between the educated and the non-

educated become dismal and insignifi cant, and education loses its main purpose.

Higher education should create in us a society of learning with each other. A university 

is not a kiosk of degrees to be received, nor a road to a life of prestige. A university is not 

a compulsory army, but rather an association of volunteer openness for higher learning. 

A university is a society of humility and sharing. Humility so that we may accept our 

limitations and learn. Sharing so that we may teach each other and learn from each other 

for the good of all.

May these lessons elevate us to the heights of good education, in the service of the 

future.

Rev. Paul Haidostian, Ph.D.

President

President Haidostian
 Message from
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Dear Class of 2018,

Congratulations!

I have witnessed your academic journey in the university 

from day one until graduation, sharing your moments of 

joy and sorrow. 

My offi  ce door was always open whenever you needed 

my advice. 

I am proud of each and every one of you for overcoming all the obstacles. 

We are always proud of our graduates and their achievements. May your profes-

sional and personal lives be fi lled with success, and may you stay true to your 

alma mater wherever life may take you.

To our continuing students,

Continue with perseverance and passion, and I am sure you will graduate and 

reach new heights.

Sincerely,

Anahid Fermanian

Registrar

Anahid Fermanian

The Registrar
 Message from
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 Patricia Abou Khalil, B.A.
Purchasing Manager

Tamar Berberian, B.A.
Assistant Librarian for Technical Services

 Sevag Demirjian, B.A.
Sports Coordinator

Houry Avedikian, B.A.
Assistant Librarian

Chukri Charbetji, B.S.
Student Activities Coordinator

Moufi d Alam. M.S.
ITS Manager

 Rachel  Bassous, M.A.
Student Counselor

Arshag Bavoukian  
Warehouse Offi  cer

Shaghig Belikerekian, B.B.A.
Assistant Accountant

Siragan Babigian, B.S.
Junior Network/Hardware Analyst

 Yervant Babikian, M.B.A.
Comptroller

Ashraf Badreddine, B.A.
Human Resources Offi  cer

Staff



Anahid Fermanian, B.A.
Registrar

 Vahe Ghorghorian, B.S.
Assistant ITS Manager

 Vany Der Stepanian, B.A.
Admissions Offi  cer

 Vera Gosdanian, B.A.
Associate Librarian

Sebouh  Gurunlian, MBA-MIB
Director of Continuing 

Taline Elmajian, M.B.A.
Faculty Secretary & Web Master Shant Estephan. M.B.A

Senior Network Analyst

  Dalia Haddad, B.A.
Student Billing Offi  cer

Salpi Jalian, B.A.
Assistant to the President for 

Administrative Aff airs

 Hovig Jarkhedian, M.P.H.
Senior Laboratory Technician

 Nazeli Kandakarjian, B.A.
Executive Secretary

Razmig Kaprielian, M.B.A.
Director of Student Life
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Staff

 Tamar Keshishian, M.B.A.
Associate Registrar

Jacques Keushgerian
Messenger

 Mayda Kuredjian, B.A.
Job Placement Offi  cer

 Aline Khederian
Information Desk Offi  cer

Roupen Margossian. B.A.
Student Recruitment Offi  cer

 Carin Moutchoyan B.A.
Financial Aid Offi  cer

Mona Ramadan, B.S. 
CCE Offi  ce Assistant

Arminé Sarraf, B.S. 
Library Aide

Nancy Salha, B.A
Junior Accountant

 Silvie Minas, B.S.
Laboratory Technician

Rita Karkourian, B.A.
Admissions Offi  cer

Jean Karam
Personnel Offi  cer



Sonia Sislian, M.A.
Librarian

Maria Surmenian
Main Cashier

  Paul Yacoubian, B.A.
Facilities Director

 Mira Yardemian, B.A.
Director of Public Relations

Staff

Maria Bakalian
Alumni Aff airs
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Abdul Rahman Al Rayess
Kick Boxing

Sarkis Abajian
Men's Futsal

Razmig Oknayan
Chess

Paul Roukoz
Badminton

Nancy Tchalian
Women's Futsal

Sahag Bidinian
Men’s & Women’s Table Tennis

Harout Kouzoudjian
Men’s & Women’s Basketball

 Raffi   Yedalian
Art Club

Student Life Coaches



Hagop Ajemian
Assistant Manager of 
Facilities & Grounds

Mohammad Khodor
Plumber/Repair 

and Maintenance

Hovhannes Boyadjian
Driver

Mahesh Niranjana
Maintenace

Setrag Momjian 
Assistant Director of 
Facilities & Grounds

 Custodians

Fouad Shehab
Maintenace
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Hampig Bilalian Mohammad Farsakouri Hovig Hanachian

 Mohammad Kanaan Mardig Kazandjian

Guards



School of
Business Administration & Economics
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Majors:

 Business Administration-B.B.A.

 Economics-B.A.

 Hospitality Management-B.A.

Emphases: with B.B.A. in Business Administration:

 Accounting

 Advertising & Communication

 Finance

 Hospitality Management

 Human Resources Management

 Legal Studies

 Management Information Systems

Accounting - M.B.A.

Finance - M.B.A.

General Business Administration - M.B.A.

Human Resources Management - M.B.A.

Management - M.B.A.

Marketing - M.B.A.

Undergraduate Programs

Graduate Programs

Haigazian University



On behalf of all our faculty and staff in the Faculty of 

Business Administration and Economics at Haigazian 

University I would like to extend our congratulations to 

each graduate of our Class of 2018. I now encourage you 

to be audacious, and with your new business knowledge 

and learning experiences, go forth and build the 

world you dream of. Take chances and learn from your 

mistakes, this is the best way to survive and to thrive. 

While at HU, you have made many new friends, and no 

matter where you go, you are always connected to your alma mater. I urge all HU 

alumni to support each other. If a fellow alumnus reaches out to you be generous 

in offering your support.

As Dean of the Faculty of Business I am extremely proud of the rich tradition 

of providing the best theoretical and practical, experience-based business 

education that our Faculty has upheld since its founding 50 year ago. Our business 

programs prepare our students to become leaders with the ethical profundity 

and intellectual strength necessary to meet the challenges of a time of critical 

transition in society. I hope that you will remain interested in your University and 

feel pride in its present and future accomplishments, and that we will see you 

again in the future.

I would like to cordially invite all of you to stay in touch with your Faculty. We will 

continue to help you in expanding your knowledge and enriching your careers.

I wish you the best of luck in all your future endeavors.  

Dr. Fadi Asrawi 

Dean, faculty of Business Administration and Economics

Fadi Asrawi, Ph.D.

Dean Asrawi
Message from
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 Judge Khaled Abdallah, M.A.
Instructor in Business 

Administration

Wissam Al Juburi, M.A.
Instructor in Business 

Administration & Economics

Garabed Boghossian,  M.A.
Lecturer in Business 

Administration

Samih Azar, Ph.D.
Professor of Business 

Administration

 Mireille Bogharian, M.B.A.
Instructor in Business 

Administration

 Georges Assilian, C.P.A.
Instructor in Business 

Administration

Fadi Asrawi, Ph.D.
Dean of School of Business
Administration & Economics

Christine Arzoumanian, M.A.
Instructor in Business 

Administration

Elie Akoury, M.A
Instructor in 

Hospitality Management

Business Administration & Economics
Faculty of



 Lena Karageuzian, M.S.
Lecturer in Management 

Information Systems

 Vera Karaguezian, M.B.A.
Lecturer in Business 

Administration

 Tamar Keshishian, M.B.A.
Instructor in Advertising

Cecilia Moudaber, M.A.
 Instructor in

Hospitality Management

Joseph Moudabber, B.A.
 Instructor in

Hospitality Management

Osama Ramadan, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Economics

 Najoie Nasr, Ph.D.
Assitant Professor in Business 
Administration & Economics

Ghassan Constantine, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Human

Resources Management

Joseph El Haddad, Ph.D.
Instructor in 

Business Administartion
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Mohamad Abdallah M.A.    Instructor in Business Administration and Economics
Raghida Abdallah M.A.    Instructor in Business Administration and Economics
Marwan  Abi Khalil M.A.    Instructor in Management Information Systems
Rita El Meouchy  Ph.D.    Lecturer in Business Administration
Maria Frangieh  M.A.    Instructor in Business Administration
Wissam Haddad  M.A.    Instructor in Business Administration and Economics
Hadia Honeine  M.A.    Instructor in Business Administration and Economics
Pascale Kazzi   M.A.   Instructor in Hospitality Management
Priyan Khakhar  Ph.D.    Assistant Professor of International Business and Marketing

Business Administration & Economics
Faculty of

Mona Zoughaib, Ph.D.
Lecturer In 

Business Administration

 Marie-Clair Rizk, M.A.
Instructor in Business 

Administration

 Joumana Tannous, M.B.A.
Instructor in

Business Administration

Annie Tortian, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor in

Business Administration



Jad Abbani
BAD-MIS

Mohammad Abo Said
 BAD-ADV

Lara Abou Hassan 
BAD-HRM

Jad Abdul Baki
BAD

Ali Abed
BAD-FIN

Ahmad Abdallah
BAD-MIS

Sarkis Abrahamian
BAD-ACC

Selina Aintablian
ECO

Giragos Akdedian
BAD-ACC

Tarek Agile
BAD-MIS

Awedis Akhrabian
BAD-MIS

Nareh Achkarian 
BAD

Kousay Akkad
BAD

Dany Abdel Khalek
BAD

Moneer Al Ahmadiyeh
BAD

Mohamad Al Atat
BAD-FIN
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Business Administration & Economics
Undergraduate Students

Layal Al Hassanieh
BAD-HRM

Tarek Al Mohammad
BAD

Hiba Al Saadi
 BAD-FIN

Ayman Alorm
BAD-FIN

Zein Al Daify
BAD

Ali Allouch
BAD

Maria Artin 
ECO

Vana Asoghlian 
BAD-ACC

Garo Antossian
BAD

Sevag Apelian
BAD-FIN

Marina Aroyan
BAD

Ram Aridi
BAD

Cynthia Arakel
BAD

Nancy Antounian
BAD

Elias Assali 
BAD

Ayoub Atallah
BAD-ACC



Noura Attieh
BAD

Ralph Atallah
BAD-FIN

Minas Atamian
BAD-ADV

Daniel Avedikian
BAD

Rita Babikian
BAD

Alice Ayvazian
BAD

Jirayr Awadissian
BAD-MIS

Nareg Bastermaji
BAD-FIN

Hasan Bacha 
BAD-ADV

Mohamed Bachir 
BAD-ADV

Mohamad Barbar 
BAD-FIN

Nour Badran
BAD-FIN

Razane Aytour
BAD-HRM

Alaa Ballout Al Mawla
BAD

Mariana Bakalian
BAD-ACC

Khajag Barsoumian
BAD-ADV
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Business Administration & Economics
Undergraduate Students

Rashid Bohsali
BAD

Varty Bodikian
BAD-MIS

Karine Bitar
BAD-HRM

Mary-Anne Bedoyan
BAD-FIN

Nour Bchennaty
BAD

Yeprem Boinibomoshakian 
BAD-ADV

Toufi c Bou Matar
BAD

Lory Bouldoukian 
BAD-HRM

Karim Boureslan 
BAD-ACC

Movses Bdrjkian
BAD-MIS

Dzavy Bilalian
BAD-FIN

Khaled Bouhassoun 
ECO

Nathalie Boukheir 
BAD-HRM

Jacques Boyadjian
BAD-FIN

Serly Batouzian
BAD

Nejteh Bodroumian
BAD-HRM



Christine Boyadjian
BAD

Chaza Chehade
BAD-MIS

Shant Boyadjian
BAD-MIS

Garen Boyadjian
BAD-MIS

Ola Chaalan 
BAD-HRM

Carina Dabbous
BAD-ADV

Nael Chhaytli 
BAD-ADV

Lorena Dakdouk
BAD-FIN

Nadine Chahbaz
BAD-ADV

Omar Daouk
BAD

Nancy Davoudlarian 
BAD-FIN

Clara Dawlatian 
BAD-HRM

Mohammad Dbaibo
BAD-ADV

Bassel Dbaissy
BAD-FIN

Hagop Der Yeghiayan  
HOM

Muhieddine Dbaibo
 BAD
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Business Administration & Economics
Undergraduate Students

Noura Derian
 BAD-FIN

Ziad Diab
BAD

Majd El Beayni
BAD

Omar El Esrawi 
BAD

Hanaa El Jachi
HOM

Nour Al Hoda El Jamal
BAD-ADV

Ghida El Joueidi
BAD-HRM

Mira El Kassem
BAD-HRM

Eva El Hajj
BAD-HOM

Marie Djourian
BAD-HRM

Khaled El Hallak Dit Fakhran
BAD-FIN

Patrick Duevletian
BAD

Garo Derboghossian  
BAD

Jirayr Ekmekjian
BAD-ACC

Maher El Amine
BAD-

Jana El Haddad
BAD



Ninar Elkak
BAD-ADV

Kassem Fahda
BAD

Krikor Emrazian
BAD-FIN

Cherif El Masry
ECO

Taline Ghusn
BAD-HOM

Hasan Ghanawi
BAD-ACC

Talar Haidossian
BAD

Tamar Halabian
BAD

Mohammad Ghoul
BAD-ACC

Sebouh Halvajian
BAD

Joe Hakimian
BAD-ADV

Sara Hamdan
BAD-FIN

Mohamad Halwany
BAD

Rashad Hasan
BAD-FIN

Apraham Hanneyan
BAD-MIS

Jessica Heybelian
BAD-HRM
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Business Administrations & Economics
Undergraduate Students

Siham Hneini
BAD-ADV

Lara Horshi 
BAD-ACC

Henry Ishkhanian 
BAD

Laurie Ishilian
BAD-FIN

Hrag Issa 
BAD

Doha Itani
BAD-HRM

Yehia Kaaki
BAD

Mher Jaghlasian
BAD

Tala Jaafar
BAD-FIN

Mohamad Jaber
BAD-HRM

Mohammad Itani
BAD-ACC

Victoria Jakmakian 
BAD-FIN

Rita Jakmakian 
BAD-HRM

Nareg Heybelian
ECO

Jad Itani
BAD

Jack Jizmejian 
BAD-ACC



Kareem Kabrit 
BAD-MIS

Serge Kataya
BAD-ACC

Ibrahim Kawas
BAD

Meghry Kazandjian
BAD-ACC

Karim Kanj
BAD

Carla Kandil
BAD-ADV

Rita Kalaydjian
BAD-MIS

Shogher Karaminasian
BAD-HOM

Palig Kelenjian
BAD

Gacia Kazanjian
BAD

Reine Kanj
ECO

Areni Kasparian
BAD-ACC

Nour El Sabah Kassem
BAD-ADV

Narode Kejebachian
BAD-FIN

Irena Kantzabedian
BAD-HOM

Elia Karakachian
BAD-ACC
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Business Administration & Economics
Undergraduate Students

Mirna Keuchenian
ECO

Tsoler Kendoyan
BAD-FIN

Matios Kelian
BAD-HRM

Mohammad Khadra
BAD

Rinad Khalife
BAD-ADV

Sami Khalife
BAD-MIS

Amina Khalifeh
BAD-ADV

Alaa Khalil
BAD-ACC

Tarek Kharassan
BAD-ADV

Joel Khatchadourian
BAD

Omar Khatib
HOM

Moussa Khatib
BAD

Karnie Kendrijian
ECO

Krikor Khachadourian
BAD-FIN

Aline Kendrijian
ECO

Cedrik Kesmeyan
BAD-FIN



Karen Kiredjian
BAD

Meguerditch Khordishian
BAD-ACC

Avedis Kupelian
BAD

Aline Khederian 
BAD

Serge Koukjian
BAD-FIN

Serouj Koumachian
BAD

Harout Kozkjian
BAD-FIN

Carmen Kradjian
BAD

Georgio Lteif
ECO

Roubina Koul Sahagian
BAD-HOM

Sandra Laleyan
BAD-FIN

Vana Hajimanoukian
BAD

Ali Koaik
BAD-FIN

Christapor Kouyoumdjian
BAD

Ronald Maghamez
BAD-HOM

Celine Maalouf
BAD-FIN
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Business Administration & Economics
Undergraduate Students

Albert Moughalian 
BAD-FIN

Shantal Narguizian
BAD-FIN

Lara Nasr
BAD-HRM

Hanine Mehdi
BAD-ACC

Noura Nehme
BAD-HRM

Garen Nersess
BAD

Reem Omeirat
BAD-FIN

Alexandre Mekeredjian
BAD-MIS

Tsoler Meliksetian
BAD-HRM

Khaled Nehme
BAD-FIN

Zohrab Mekdessian 
BAD-HRM

Lila Ohanian
BAD-ADV

Mirella Nigolian 
BAD-ACC

Christine Ohaness
BAD-HRM

Hagop Missirian
BAD-HOM

Sally Mansour
 BAD-ADV



Hagop Pamboukian
BAD-HOM

Lea Radwan
BAD-HRM

Sarah Rawda Al Balah
ECO

Bedros Osmanian
BAD-HOM

Majd Safi eddine
BAD

Habib Saad
BAD-HRM

Karim Saad
BAD-MIS

Mahasen Rida
BAD-HRM

Sevag Parikian
ECO

Lea Papazian
BAD-HRM

Inoma Owaini
BAD

Wissam Sabiddine
BAD-ACC

Samer Osta
BAD-ADV

Garo Philibossian
BAD

Maya Osman
 BAD-ADV

Omar Saadeh
BAD-FIN
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Business Administration & Economics
Undergraduate Students

Yara Salman
ECO

Carla Sarkis
BAD-HOM

Wael Salman
ECO

Khatchig Seropian
BAD

Serene Shatila
BAD-MIS

 Marwa Shehab
BAD-FIN

 Anita Shirvanian
BAD-ADV

Nayiri Sasousnian
BAD-ACC

Dunya Saleh
BAD-FIN

Omar Shmaitilly 
BAD

Ibrahim Shmaitilly 
HOM

Armen Simonian 
BAD

Tsoler Samanlian
BAD-FIN

Yeghishe Santourian
BAD-MIS

Antranik Sarkissian
BAD

Zouhar Sidani 
BAD-HRM



Shahed Tabaja
BAD-FIN

Omar Sinno
BAD-MIS

Nathalie Takadjian
ECO

Mohammad Wassef Sinno
BAD

Mohammad Sleem 
BAD-HOM

Sdepan Tekkelian 
BAD

Arax Tchertchian
BAD

Mhammad Singer
BAD-FIN

Harout Tchilinguirian
BAD-ADV

Reina Sleit
 BAD-FIN

Hayrabed Soghomonian
BAD

Christina Terzian
BAD

Omar Wehbi
BAD

Hermig Topeyan
BAD

Dana Tabaja
 BAD

Ari Vartanian
 BAD-HOM
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Elizabeth Yeramian 
BAD

Areej Zafran
BAD-ADV

Haroutioun Yacoubian
BAD

Nazo Yacoubian
ECO

Business Administration & Economics
Undergraduate Students

Roni Zebian
BAD

Mariam Yassin 
BAD

Raff y Zarifi an 
BAD-FIN

Ali Zeineddine
ECO



Yasmine Al Halabi   
MBA -MAR

Sevag Demirdjian 
MBA -MAN

Robert MesrobDermesrobian
MBA -FIN

Alek Aldjian
MBA-FIN

Chukri Charbetji
MBA -MAN

Fidaa Bouzeineddine
MBA

Shadi Ghanem
MBA

Racha Cheaib
MBA 

Barkev Assilian
MBA-FIN

Georges Hagopian
MBA-FIN

Kristel Attieh
MBA 

Nada Al Housaini
MBA-MAN

Farah Alaedine
MBA-MAR

Margarita Hilal
MBA-FIN

Richard Hanna
MBA-MAN

Leen Al Yaman
MBA-MAN
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Business Administration & Economics
MASTERS STUDENTS

Rayan Karaki
MBA

Maya Issa
MBA-HRM

Sarine Jobanian
MBA-MAN

Sarine Joulfayan
MBA-MAR

Jack Hagop Najarian
MBA-FIN

Joe Keofteyan
MBA-FIN

Mona Nasser
MBA

Carmen Pashayan
MBA -MAN

Hagop Markarian
MBA-MAN

Antoine Melhem
MBA

Sana Tarabeih
MBA-MAR

Araz Nashalian
MBA-MAN

Janine Maghakian 
MBA

Alakiaz Toros
MBA -MAN

Yamout Amanie
MBA -ACC



Class of '18

Rawan Abou El HessenHiba Antoun

Izabelle Baghikian

Lauren Abrahamian

Valentina Pamboukjian

Grace Bajanian

Dina Al Majzoub Najwa Badr

Krikor Barakhian
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Hrag Harout Bardizbanian

Sarine Boyadjian

Hasan Daouk

Yeraz Basmajian

Patil Boyamian

Karnie Dilabazian

Palig Berejiklian

Meghry Charekian

Hussein Dimachk



Annie Hamalian

Alexander Hneine

Sarah Hamidi Sakr

Hussein Karaki

Nadine Manasfi 

Mohamad Harb

Aline Keuteklian

Nareg Meguerian Rawan Mneimneh
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Bashar Noueihed

Rasha Saad

Ramy Nassour

Nanor Papazian Gabriel Saade

Lea Nercessian

Suzana Saadeddine Antranik TekkelianMaya Gabrielle Skaini



Rita Stephany TovmassianAli Termos

Nayiry Yacoubian

Serge Thomas Thomassian

Yara Younes Majd Zahabi

Rabih Abou Shahine
Jad Al Hajjar
Nova Antossian
Fatima Bouz Zeid
Mike Ladkani
Nazar Poladian
Odai Samara
Armand Sarkis

Master of Business Administration
Nazo Chopurian
Mourad Maalaki
Ohaness Tchamichian
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School of
Arts & Sciences



Faculty of Humanities - B.A.

 Arabic

 Armenian Studies

 English Language

 English Literature

 History

 Music

Faculty of Sciences - B.S.

 Biology

 Chemistry

 Computer Science

 Mathematics

 Medical Laboratory Sciences

 Nutrition Sciences & Dietetics

 Physics

Faculty of Social & Behavioral Sciences - B.A.

 Christian Education

 Education

 Education with emphasis in Early Childhood Education

 Psychology

 Political Science

 Social Work

Normal Diploma (Teaching Diploma)

Undergraduate Programs
Haigazian University
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Faculty of Social & Behavioral Sciences - B.A.

 Christian Education

 Education

 Education with emphasis in Early Childhood Education

 Psychology

 Political Science

 Social Work

Education - M.A.

 with emphases in:

  Educational Administration & Supervision

  Counseling

  Special Education

General Psychology - M.A.

 with emphases in:

  Clinical Psychology

  Counseling

  Industrial/Organizational Psychology

  Marketing & Advertising Psychology

Graduate Programs
Haigazian University



Arda A. Ekmekji, Ph.D.

Dear Class of 2018

Let me start my message by congratulating you on your 

successful achievements. You have fi nally received your 

diplomas and are ready to embark on the next chapters 

of your lives. As you know the Graduation event is called 

Commencement which means the beginning. Four years 

ago, on Orientation day the seeds of your Haigazian 

experience were planted in you. You were exposed to 

the values of Truth, Freedom and Service. These seeds 

were nurtured, groomed and are now ready to bear their fruits. You have been 

the recipients of a unique type of education that is not only instilled with skills, 

knowledge and critical thinking but also with a conscience and high morality. In a 

world, where fraud, evil and treachery permeates most levels of your environment, 

you will stand out as a special breed of human beings charged with a diffi  cult 

task: either to change or be changed. My advice is that you become yourself the 

instruments of change. Be the change you want to see in your world, participate in 

it and make it happen. Be the actors and not the spectators. And later in life, when 

you succeed in your endeavors, pick your Focus, and remember that you are an 

Alumnus/Alumna of a prestigious university called Haigazian. Remember all those 

who paved the way for your success, reach out to others and spread your light to 

other students who will follow in your footsteps.

Congratulations again and God bless you all.

Dean Ekmekji
Message from
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Georges Abdelnour, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Biology

 Frieda Abs, M.A.
Lecturer in Social Work and Sociology

Ousama Arabi, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Intercultural Studies

Garabed Arakelian, M.A.
Instructor in Armenian

Levon Avedanian, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor in Biology

Joseph Al Agha, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Hayat Bualwan, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Humanities & History

Arts & Sciences
Faculty of

Hani Anouti, Ph.D 
Instructor inHistory

Ilsa Awwad, M.A
 Instructor in English
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Arda Ekmekji, Ph.D.
Professor in Intercultural Studies 

and 
Dean of School of Arts & Sciences

Shant Estepan, M.B.A
 Instructor in Computer Science

Basma Faour, Ed.D. 
Assistant Professor in Education

Marwan Gharzeddine, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Psychology

Farah El Zein, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor in Education

Mira El Teenee, M.A.. 
Instructor in English

Antranig Dakessian, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor - Director of

Armenian Diaspora
Research Center

Aram Dedeyan, M.S.
Instructor in Math

Maximilian Felsch, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor in 

Political Science
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 Rula Halaby, M.S.
Lecturer in Biology

 Sima Hamadeh, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor in Nutrition 

& Dietary Sciences

Hatem Halaoui, Ph.D.
Associate Professor in 

Computer Science 
and 

Chair of Mathematical Sciences

Hayat Haraty, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Biology

Nadim Hassoun, Ph.D.
Associate Professor in Chemistry & MLS, 

Chair of Natural Sciences Division

Arts & Sciences
Faculty of

Hanine Hout-Gharzeddine, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor in Education

 Shaghig Hudaverdian, M.A.
Instructor in Education

Ilham Kassas, M.A.
Instructor in Arabic

Houssam Kasti, M.A.
Instructor in Education



 Sarar Maalouf, M.A.
Lecturer in Psychology

 Arine Melkonian, B.S.
Instructor in Medical Lab Sciences

Rita Merhej, M.S.
Lecturer in Psychology

 Ali Moukallid, M.S.
Lecturer in Computer Science

 Christine Markarian, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor in 

Computer Science

Nizar Mehtar, M.A.
Instructor in Education

Anita Mouchoyan, M.A.
Instructor in English

Nader Nassif, Ph.D.
Instructor in 

Medical Laboratory

Yara Kfouri, M.A.
Instructor in English
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Arts & Sciences
Faculty of

 Suha Safi yiddeen, Ed.D.
Chair of English Department, 

Associate Professor of English

Jean Salmanian, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Humanities & 

Arabic

 Nazim Noueihed, M.S.
Lecturer in Mathematics

Rania Shehadeh-Mansour, M.S.
Instructor in Chemistry

Ziad Suidan, Ph.D.
Lecturer in English Literature 

Suha Naimy, M.A.
Instructor in English

Sami Nasr, M.D.
Lecturer in Medical Lab Sciences

Marie Rose Samaha, M.A.
Instructor in Nutrition

Vasken Puzantian, M.A.
Instructor in Mathematics



Reine Yousef, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Biology

  Michel Zeitunlian, M.S.
Instructor in Chemistry

Berge Traboulsi, Ph.D.
Associate Professor in History, 

Religion & I.S.,
Director of Orientation

Rev. Wilbert van Saane, M.A.
Campus Minister

Hagop Yacoubian, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor in 

Education and Chair of Social & 
Behavioral Sciences

Archalouyse Topalian, Ph.D.
Lecturer in Armenian Studies
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Arts & Sciences
Faculty of

Khalil Abdo  M.D.     Lecturer in Medical Laboratory
Rana Aladdin  M.A.  Instructor in English
Ahmad Bazzi  Ph.D.  Lecturer in Computer Science
Vera Choulhadjian M.A.    Lecturer in Armenian
Zeina Daouk   M.A.    Instructor in English
Lara El Khatib   Ph.D.    Lecturer in Education
Harout Fazlian  Ph.D.    Lecturer in Music
Reem Hamzeh  M.A.    Intstructor in Nutrition
Yara Hilal   M.A.    Lecturer in Education
Serene Jaafar  M.A.    Instructor in English
Nanor Karageozian Ph.D.    Assistant Professor & Director of Armenian Studies
Ola Malaeb   Ph.D.    Lecturer in Physics
Reem Naamani M.A.    Instructor in English
Maria Rehaime  M.A.    Instructor in Nutrition
Nehme Safa  Ph.D.  Lecturer in Education
Farouk Semaan Ph.D.    Lecturer in Medical Laboratory
Shadi Shedrawi M.A.    Instructor in English
Lucy Tavitian   M.A.    Instructor in Education
Gaelle Zavzadjian  M.A.    Instructor in Psychology
Joe Ziadeh   Ph.D.    Lecturer in Medical Laboratory



Daniel Abi Faraj
PSY

Batul Abdallah
PSY

Sarah Abdelkhalek
PSY

Chantal Abou Serhal Ghosn
NDP

Vana Agopian
ENL

Mohamad Kazem Abdel Sater
CSC

Jina Abdel Samad
PSY

Marwan Aboul Hoson
 PSY

Serlie Abrilian
NSD

Bayan Al Amine
PSY

Nadia Al Faour
PSC

Samira Al Hallak
EDU

Abedalaziz Al Katerji
CSC

Ghousoun Al Jied
PSY

Nour Al Jurdi
CSC

Lara Ajemian 
EDU
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Hanin Al Katerji Itani
EDU

Arts and Sciences
Undergraduate Students

Yara Amandeen
EDU

Gacia Arslanian
BIO

Nadine Al Majzoub 
EDU

Mohamad Al Khoujli
PSC

Manoug Antaby
PSP

Nour Al Daouk
ENL

Yara Assaad
PSY

Toros Ashjian
PSY

Samar Ali
EDU-ECE

Farah Al Masri
NSD

Ohannes Ashekian
BIO

Patil Ashejian
EDU-ECE

Naroy Sati Atamian
 EDU

Sanad Atia
PSP

Stephanie Arslanian
EDU



Tsoline Attarian
ENL

Caroline Balekian
SOW

Houry Attarian
ARM

Nataly Bahhadi
PSY

Arleen Avakian
PSY

Elissa Atwi
PSY

Talar Avinguolo Juliana Aynejian Bastajian
SOW

Tala Badr
EDU

Yara Badran
MLS

Mohamad Badreddine
SOW

Daniel Baghdadlian
SOW

Jana Bahje
EDU

Nareg Bakjejian
BIO

Puzant Bakjejian
CSC

Kevin Bakkalian
CSC



636362

Arts and Sciences
Undergraduate Students

Hadi Bazzi
BIO

Bassel Balout Al Mawla
CSC

Aya Balthaji
EDU

Sarkis Boyadjian
PSC

Sarine Berberian
NSD

Talar Bamokian
EDU

Lila Bamokian
ARM

Rayan Bellaly
PSY

Zaki Bidan
BIO

Mireille Boyajian
MLS

Rayanne Bazzoun
PSY

Aren Boymushakian
CSC

Kamar Chaalan
EDU

Christ Beyremian
NDP

Nayda Bidikian
BIO

Loulwa Chehab
ENG



Mariam Dalli
PSY

Rawan Dakramanji
EDU

Haroutioun Danaoghlian
CSC

Leila El Arnaout
EDU-ECE

Ali Darwich
CSC

Marie Belle Daou
PSY

Ghaidaa Dbaibo
EDU

Lana Cherri
EDU-ECE

Dima Doughan
SOW

Amal Dakduk
CSC

Yara Diab
EDU

Lara Djibian
PSY

Marguerita Doudaklian
EDU

Shaza El Husseini
PSY

Sandy El kaouri
BIO

Sara El Haddad 
BIO
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Arts and Sciences
Undergraduate Students

Najwa El Murr
PSY

Ghida Elbizri
CSC

Amal El Najjar
PSC

Lia Gasparyan
CSC

Albert Geokgeuzian
PSY

Maha El Obeidi
EDU

Dima El Zein
EDU

Wael El Zein
PSY

Yasmina Fadlallah
MLS

Hassan Faour
CSC

Farah Fathallah
CSC

Wissam Ghaith
CSC

Alek Galhayan
BIO

Ara Galhayan
BIO

Ahmad Ghalayani
CSC

Aya El Zein
PSY



Joe Haber
NSD

Harout Guluzian
ARM

Nanor Gosdanian
EDU

Rita Hamalian
MLS

Malak Haidar
EDU

Diana Gorab
PSY

Nanor Rita Hamadjian
NSD

Rita Habeshian
ENL

Mohamad Hachem
CSC

Armen Haddad
BIO

Lara Ghirazi
PSY

Nour Halabi
EDU

Kevin Halabian
MLS

Ghinwa Halabi
MLS

Nayirie Hagopian
SOW

Rowa Haidar
NDP
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Arts and Sciences
Undergraduate Students

Sarah Idriss-Rabati
EDU

Joudi Itani
EDU

Jana Itani
EDU

Armig Hekimian
EDU

Rana Hussein
PSY

Jinan Jibai
BIO

Nour Itani
EDU

Anna Maria Kabakian
PSY

Hiba Joheir
ENG

Nareg Jemjemian
EDU

Loulwa Jammal
NSD

Annette Jinnawi
PSC

Samer Jaber
SOW

Ghiwa Hamdan
ENG

Anjella Hanna
EDU

Hrag Hayrabedian
CSC



Hassan Kabalan
ENG

Rosaline Kaldalian
EDU

Fatima Kassir
EDU

Rita Keldalyan
ARM

Youssef Kel Yakoub
BIO

Patil Kazandjian
PSY

Rita Kassarjian
NSD

Tasneem Kanafani
PSY

Dana Karaki
ENG

Sarah Karim
SOW

Nanor Karamanoukian
NSD

Grace Shantal Kaloustian
EDU

Rita Maria Kazandjian
EDU

Elie Kestekian
PSC

Inas Khadouj Awada
EDU

Patil Kevorkian
EDU
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Arts and Sciences
Undergraduate Students

Dzila Khatchadourian
PSY

Rayan Khalaf
SOW

Mike Kouyoumdjian
CSC

Omar Koleilat
CSC

Gacia Kroghlian
NSD

Marianette Maalouf
PSY

Garcia Maria Kupjian
EDU

Azadouhy Kouyoumdjian
EDU-ECE

Bushra Libdi
SOW

Mariana Khajadourian 
MLS

Aziza Khalil 
ENL

Maya Khalife
EDU

Rena Mallah
BIO

Christelle Lattouf
CSC

Jana Mallah
MLS

Manal Maghawri
BIO



Hagop Mardirossian
MLS

Zeinab Mehanna
PSY

Nairie Mary Messarlian
NSD

Asadour Manjrian
PSY

Hambig Mazakian
CSC

Omar Mirza
BIO

Lea Mekkawi
EDU-ECE

Chsristina Minassian
MLS

Farah Merdas
PSY

Alaa Mazloum
EDU-ECE

Hadi Mroueh
PSY

Dikran Mihranian 
SOW

Pauline Matta
PSY

Sarah Mouaff ak
EDU

Ghina Monzer
PSY

Hanan Mokalled
EDU
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Karen Nassour
PSY

Arts and Sciences
Undergraduate Students

Jana Oliek
PSY

Haytham Nasser
PSY

Christ Proudian
EDU

Hassan Rammal
CSC

Abdallah Noureddine
BIO

Reem Mroueh
PSY

Lea Muyesser Oglu
EDU

Vanessa Najjar
MLS

Reem Nassereddeen
EDU

Heba Radwan
PSY

Rasha Nehme 
BIO

Duaa Nooreddine
SOW

Matian Dzia Pailian
SOW

Timoteo Pereira Neves
ENL

Ali Rahhal
SOW



Zeina Saadeh
EDU

Leia Sangid Aboulhosn
PSY

Sirab Salha
PSY

Vahan Saghdejian
CSC

Mariam Salloum
EDU

Mirella Sabounji
EDU

Sara Saad
PSY

Marwa Saad
ENL

Meghrig Sahagian
EDU

Lama Salman
EDU-ECE

Nayiri Sarkissian
NSD

George Sarkissian
SOW

Zareh Sevak Sarkissian
PSC

Mireille Saleh
PSY

George Samanlian
CSC

Alik Sarian
BIO
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Mariam Shehab
NSD

Rola Shayya Boufakhereddine
NDP

Arts and Sciences
Undergraduate Students

Abdullah Shmaitelly
CSC

Omar Taha
PSY

Rita Sevadjian
EDU

Natalie Shaar
EDU

Marine Shahrayan
MLS

Rita Christine Shahinian
PSC

Aline Simonian
SOW

Kawsar Taher Fadlaallah
MLS

Tvin Shorjian
NSD

Lara Sidani
EDU

Sarine Siwajian
PSY

Roba Skaiki
MLS

Diana Souki
BIO

Nanor Stamboulian
EDU



Wilson Tamzarian
BIO

Sahag Topouskhanian
CSC

Yara Yassine
BIO

Megheti Tatoian
MLS

Acile Yassine
PSY

Lynn Turk
EDU-ECE

Kayane Yoghoutjian
ARM

Malak Wehbe
CSC

Joel Wiss
PSY

Hala Wehbe
EDU

Sarkis Yacoubian
EDU

Maria Wartanian
NSD

Varty Wanes
SOW

Karin Vandakarjian
EDU

Meghry Tchangoulian
CSC

Garabet Tchamitchian
BIO
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Arts and Sciences
Undergraduate Students

Jana Zbeeb
PSY

Zahraa Zalzale
EDU



Nanar Aknadibossian
PSY-CL

Lokwang Casimiro
EDU

Grace Al Najjar
 PSY-CL

Rose Mari Charbetji
PSY-COUN

Dayana Abu Marak Brome
PSY-CL

Koharique Balekjian
PSY-CL

Nabil Atallah
PSY-CL

Maria Khanjian 
SPCM

Helga El Mokdad
PSY-CL

Elie El Helou
PSY-CL

Eve El Riachi
SPCM

Hanan Abdul Khalek
SPCM

Garin Atamian
PSY-CL

Noura Daher
EDU

Christine El Zein
PSY-CL

Nelly Endraos Al Haddad
PSY-CL
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Diana Gharib Nassar
SPCM

Ranya Victoria  Hajjar
PSY-CL

Lama Hamdoun
PSY-CL

Palig Jokaklian
EDU

Fatima Issa
PSY-CL

76

Arts and Sciences
MASTERS STUDENTS

Karim Khalil
PSY-CL

Loucine Kazanjian
EDU

Hiba Koleilat
PSY-CL

Rita Maydaa
PSY-CL

Carol Nehme
PSY-COUNS

Dzaghig Koul Sahagian
EDU

Hadi Naal
PSY-CL

Sirag Karagoezian Basmajian
PSY-CL

Hilda Jaghlassian
SPCM

Manoug Ibitian
SPCM

Rozine Moughalian Djiguerian
SPCM



Soha Fleyfil    SPCM
Diana Hachicho   PSY-CL
Steaphanie Hanna   PSY-CL
Taline Hawatian Mardirossian  EDU
Zakia Kahhoul   SPCM
Stephanie Loukieh   SPCM

Arts and Sciences
MASTERS STUDENTS

Serene Yordi
PSY-CL

Elie Sarkis
PSY-CL

Maya Sasso
PSY-CL

Valen Valentine
PSY-CL

Noura Soubra
SPCM

Perla Semaan
PSY-CL

Shunt Tanielian
EDU

Al Moataz Billah Tayara
PSY-CL

Tarek Wehbe
SPCM
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Sally Abou Al Joud

Bushra Al Beainy

Kawthar Bahja

Shant Akoushian

Alaa Al Kork

Anahid Baltayan

Hanin Al Aryan

Rawan Al Mir

Jacques Sevag Bedrossian

Class of '18



Rajaa Bisany

Rasha El Ghandour

Dima Farchoukh

Daniella Daou

Tamid El Zein

Joanna Der Bedrossian

Christian Carmello Fabri

Sarah El Haber Nazik El Hout
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Sarah Haidar

Marwa Hammoud

Joelle Jaber

Yasmine Hamdar

Nareg Hannaian

Ayman Hamdoun

Inass Jaber

Lama Farhat Heba Ghanam



Farah Joheir Aram Kakajian Nayiry Kakajian

Raffi   Krikor Keleshian

Nora Kalandjian

Arda Keriabian

Hagop Jack Karamian

Anoush Kharmandarian

Aya Kanj
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Wadad Mogharbel

Jana SabraYara Nasser

Marina Sarian

Kevork Pontigian

Jessica Sarkissian Myriam Selwan

Christin Marachlian Anna Maria Markarian

82



Alaa Takkoush

Galin TchamitchianLara Talhouk Hagop Tazian

Sheereen Shaikho Ranine Taha

Tamara YammoutPatil Telvizian Shogher Torrosian
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Nour Al Nahas
Fatima Bou Zeid
May Breik
Fidele Diab
Mahmoud El Akoum
Noor Kabbara
Soraya Kaddoura
Mariam Koaik
Natalie Margossian
Jessica Melki
Miryan Nasser
Tsoline Pamoukian
Shant Zadirian

84

Class of '18
Master of Arts

Raquelle Ketchejian ChidiacRouba Helou Narineh Krikorian

Nisrine Chamseddine
Samar El Khoury
Rana Wazir
Lara Zaarour



Graduation Events
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Baccalaureate Service

 “We are living in a time of great 
dangers and great opportunities for man 
and the world; a time which is also of 
great responsibility for us all,” said Mgr. 
Ivan Santus, Deputy Head of Mission of 
the Apostolic Nunciature in Lebanon, to 
the graduating class of 2018.

 Mgr. Santus was the guest 
speaker at the Baccalaureate Service of 
Haigazian University, which took place 
on Sunday, the 20th of May 2018, in the 
First Armenian Evangelical Church, next 
to University campus, in the presence of 
a capacity audience of graduates, along 
with their families and friends.

 In his keynote address entitled 
“M’Illumino d’Immenso” i.e. I am 
enlightened with Immense, Mgr. Santus 
used this metaphor as an allegory of 
“the awareness of the existence of the 
Eternal that surrounds and overwhelms 
us”. 

 He focused on the concept of 
“love” saying, “it must be seen in our 
capacity to forgive. It must be seen in 
our sensitivity to the needs of others. It 
must be seen in our willingness to share. 

It must be seen in our commitment to 
our neighbors.”

 
Santus concluded his address, 

quoting Pope Benedict XVI, “God takes 
from you nothing that is beautiful and 
great, but brings everything to perfection 
for His glory and for the happiness of 
men and women, and for the salvation 
of the world.”

 President of Haigazian University, 
Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian addressed the 
graduates, putting particular emphasis 
on the notion of “gratitude”, namely for 
all the gifts and opportunities God has 
bestowed in life.

 
In this respect, Haidostian 

underlined the importance of three 
expressions, often used in very common 
ways, but not taken in depth most of the 
times; “knowledge”, “willingness” and 
“thankfulness”. Tackling those concepts, 
Haidostian concluded his message 
saying, “I pray that your thankfulness 
will mean a life-giving inner feeling that 
will pave for your future success, a life 
in which your I Know should translate 
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to knowledgeable action, and your I 
Will should translate to unwavering 
commitment to the values of life, faith 
and work.” 

Many graduating students 
brought their participation in this 
solemn ceremony of dedication and 
thanksgiving; Rasha Saad, Nadine Al 
Manasfi , Daniella Daou and Isabelle 
Baghikian read passages from the Old 
and New Testament. Shant Akoushian 
and Nora Kalanjian refl ected on their 
University years. Spiritual Life students 
Nathalie Boukheir, Palig Berejiklian and 
Georgio Lteif graciously sang “God Will 
Make a Way”. Talented musicians, Vahan 
Saghdejian and Nare Achkarian played 
instrumental music by Yanni, while Hrag 
Bardizbanian performed a piece by 
Francisco Tarrega. 

Students May Breik and Kevork 
Pontigian led the graduates to read their 
pledge which states: “We, the class of 
2018 of Haigazian University, in receiving 
this light, pledge to hold high the light 
of truth, to defend the light of freedom, 
and to spread the light of service to 
our communities, our country and our 
world. With truth, freedom and service 
illuminating our hearts, we will challenge 
each other, and our world, to uphold the 
worth of each human being, and we 
will strive for the betterment of society, 
knowing that this is pleasing to God.”

 
  Several pastors brought their 

share in this thanksgiving service. Pastor 
of the Armenian Evangelical First Church, 
Rev. Hrayr Cholakian off ered the call to 
worship, Haigazian University Campus 
Minister, Rev. Wilbert Van Saane off ered 
the prayer of dedication, while Rev. Paul 
Haidostian concluded the service by 
off ering his benediction.

Finally, the graduating class of 
2018 marched out of the sanctuary, each 
carrying the light of truth, freedom and 
service to the world.

The event concluded over a decent 
reception.,
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 On  Saturday, May 26th, 2018, 
Haigazian University conferred 121 
undergraduate and graduate degrees at the 
University’s 58th commencement exercises, 
amidst an atmosphere of joyfulness, 
pride and ovation, sometimes mixed with 
moments of high emotion.

 Minister of Tourism Avedis Guidanian 
represented both the President of the 
Republic Gen. Michel Aoun and the President 
of the Council of Ministers Saad Hariri, 
Member of Parliament Hagop Pakradounian 
represented the Speaker of the Parliament 
Nabih Berry. Among the attendees were MPs 
Rev. Edgar Traboulsi, MP Gen. Jean Talouzian 
representing the Lebanese Forces Political 
Party, the Armenian Ambassador to Lebanon 
Samvel Mkrdchyan, the representative of 
the Commander of the Lebanese Army, 
the President of the Supreme Council of 
the Evangelical Community of Syria and 
Lebanon, Rev. Salim Sahyouni, Prelate of 
the Armenians in Lebanon, Bishop Shahe 
Panosian, Prelate of the Armenian Catholic 
Patriarchy, Bishop George Assadourian, 
President of the Armenian Evangelical 
Community in Syria, Rev. Haroutioun 
Selimian, the Head of the Lebanese Press 
Union Elias Aoun and the Mayor of Bourj 
Hammoud Mardig Boghossian. The capacity 
audience also included the Chair of the 
Haigazian University Board of Trustees, 
Dr. Hasmig Baran coming from the USA, 
members of the Board, representatives of 
Armenian and Lebanese political parties, 
community leaders, representatives of 
educational institutions, parents, relatives 
and friends.

 The auspicious ceremony started 
with the celebratory processional march 
by faculty and graduates on the notes of 
the traditional Pomp and Circumstance, 
followed by the Lebanese National Anthem 
and the prayer of invocation off ered by 
Campus Minister, Rev. Wilbert Van Saane.

 Expressing his pride in the graduating 
class, University President Paul Haidostian 
acknowledged the unwavering eff orts 
and dedication of the parents, asking the 
audience to give them a hearty applause.

 In his address, Haidostian tackled the 
notion of “virtue” in shaping characters and 
identities. He focused his talk on the virtue 
of “respect” as a needed virtue and a key for 
success that transcends all times and eras. 
“No matter in what era we live, remember 
that respect is what I need from myself for 
myself, what those around me need from me 
without discrimination”, Haidostian noted. In 
a society where, unfortunately, respect is 
displayed mainly to the strong, Haidostian 
emphasized on the importance to always 
“remember your Creator, remember His 
creatures, remember your families, and 
communities and country, remember that 
those stronger than you are in need of your 
respect equally with those who are weaker 
than yourselves.”

58thCommencement Ceremony
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 In his inspiring keynote speech, 
Director of the Armenian Studies Program 
at the California State University, Haigazian 
University Trustee and an Alumnus of 1973, 
Prof. Vahram Shemmassian, addressed the 
graduating class by asking general questions 
for them to consider and introduced creative 
and constructive ideas to ponder upon. “Can 
you be a game changer? Can you criticize 
yourself in the strictest manner? Can you 
surround yourself with capable and powerful 
people without the fear of losing your 
status?...”, were a sample of the questions 
raised. 

 Shemmassian suggested to the 
graduates to always keep a positive balance 
in life, namely in fi nding the adequate 
balance in the use of technology and 
globalization matters. “The sooner you 
regain your independence from excessive 
use of technology, the quicker the freedom 
to imagine and create again will revisit you”, 
he noted.

 He also invited the students to be 
change makers, unique, and mostly grateful. 
In this respect he said, “Life can never be 
miserable if you discipline yourselves to see 
the brighter side of things and the advantages 

that you have…. Be the latest design that 
suits and beautifi es all shapes of humanity 
tasteful, colorful, radiant, attractive, original, 
imaginative, ingenious…”

 Shemmassian concluded his word 
with a very precious advice, saying, “if you 
have accumulated a number of credits 
just to obtain a degree, then you have not 
learned much. But if you consider those 
units as stored seeds with which to feed 
the hungry, assist the less fortunate, give 
hope to the dislocated and the homeless, 
elevate peoples’ self-esteem, and or 
ennoble mankind in general, then you and 
true education have embraced each other 
inextricably.”
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 The graduates then were called to 
collect their diplomas from the University 
President, helped by the deans Fadi Asrawi 
and Arda Ekmekji.

 With a sense of accomplishment 
and gratitude, valedictory Hagop Karamian 
and Suzanna Saadeddine thanked all the 
parents, University faculty and staff , giving 
them the credit for shaping and equipping 
them with all the necessary education and 
skills to embark on their new phase of life.

 Speaking to their peers, Karamian 
assured his fellow graduates that “they 
have epitomized the model character of a 
Haigazian University learner”, inviting them to 
“celebrate our academic milestone, but also, 
the idea that we are beacons of hope and 
catalysts of change in society.” For her part, 
Saadeddine pointed out on the importance 
of being grateful and serving the community 
and ultimately “our dear country Lebanon, 
as it is the most in need of our knowledge, 
ethics and expertise.  

 Finally, after singing the Alma 
Mater, and upon the benediction off ered 
by the President of the Union of Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in the Near East, Rev. 
Mgrdich Karageozian, with loud cheers 
graduates threw their caps high into the air, 
thus joyfully marking  the end of a four-year 
journey and confi dently anticipating the 
commencement of a new beginning.

 



 Distinguished Guests, Mr. 
President, Deans, faculty and staff 
members, dear family and friends, and 
fellow graduates, good evening.

 It gives me great pleasure and 
honor to stand before you to speak on 
behalf of the Graduating Class of 2018.

 My fellow graduates, I understand 
how eager we all are at this point to 
throw our caps in the air, but before we 
finally do so, let us dwell a bit on how far 
we have come and how much we have 
achieved, so that we understand what it 
means to be here today.

 It seems like not too long ago when 
we first entered the gates of Haigazian, 
excited, nervous, unsure of what would 
lie ahead. Over the years, we studied 
hard day and night, endured the stress 
of finals, and sacrificed hours of our free 
time. On many days, I know we forced 
ourselves to attend lectures, I know we 
procrastinated, and I know we always 
drew motivation from one another. The 
road has not been an easy one. But this 
very evening, we are seated here, ready 
to earn what we have invested dearly 
in. We are here because through our 

dedication and perseverance, we have 
outdone ourselves. The diploma that 
we will receive is an attestation of our 
resolve to obtain quality education.

 Rest assured that Haigazian 
University has equipped us with 
excellent knowledge and skills needed 
for us to prosper wherever we may land. 
Through its liberal arts mission, we have 
had the privilege of gaining a widened 
perspective of not only our own fields, 
but various arts and sciences. Through 
its guiding values of Truth, Freedom, and 
Service, we have indeed become well-
rounded people.

 However, let us acknowledge 
that Haigazian has also shaped us into 
exemplars ready to give to others. My 
fellow colleagues, understand that as 
graduates of this institution, we have 
touched the lives of those around us 
again and again. For starters, we have 
made our family very proud this evening. 
We have forged good relationships with 
our professors and have inspired them to 
continue educating generations. In our 
internships, we have impressed others 
though our integrity and diligence. 
Through philanthropy and community 
service, we have launched charity 
campaigns, renovated homes, and 
given hope to those have needed it the 
most. Through the Orientation Program, 
which I am proud to have been a part of, 
we have collaborated together to guide 
many new students at our university, 
students who will one day sit where 
we are seated today, and will look back 
as I do. Through great teamwork and 
sportsmanship, we have managed to 
secure sweet victories in various games, 
both in Lebanon and abroad. In short, we 
have epitomized the model character of 
a Haigazian University learner. Therefore, 
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let us not only celebrate our academic 
milestone, but also, the idea that we 
are beacons of hope and catalysts of 
change in society.

 Fellow graduates, when we 
venture out after this evening, let us take 
all that we have been taught and bravely 
embark on a journey in which we seek 
out success and bring positive change. 
There is no doubt that the future holds 
a great many uncertainties, and the 
path will be riddled with obstacles, with 
adversity a likely companion. But were 
there not obstacles throughout out 
years at Haigazian? And are we not here 
this grand evening, having received the 
recognition for all our hard work? One 
advice I have for all of us is to never stop. 
In the words of Winston Churchill, “never 
give in—never, never, never, in nothing 
great or small, large or petty, never give 
in except to convictions of honor and 
good sense.” Colleagues, we must let 
good sense, which is enshrined in Truth 
and in Freedom and in Service, lead us 
to rise to new heights and to raise others 
with us.

 On behalf of the Class of 2018, 
I want to extend my gratitude to our 
families, whose enduring love and 
support kept us determined all the way. 
I also want to thank all our professors for 
their commitment in imparting valuable 
education, and I want to thank our 
university for giving us an opportunity of 
a lifetime.

Class of 2018, congratulations!

Thank you.



Valedictory Addresses
أيها الحفل الكريم... أه� وسه� بكم

رنُا نحنُ خريجي  نتهاء، فيس� مسيرتنُا قاربت على ا��

وخريجاتِ هذا العام أن نقِفَ بينَ أيديكم الليلةَ، 

ونحنُ على أبوابِ التَخرجِ وحصادِ ثمارِ أربعِ سنواتٍ 

لةً بذكرياتٍ ستبقى  دِ وا��جتهادِ، محم¢ مضَت من الج�

عالقةً في قلوبِ الجميعِ.

العلمِ،  بظ�لِ  نستظّلُ  واحدةً  أسرةً  زلنا  و�  كُنّا 

هذا  رِفعةِ  أجلِ  من  نكافحُ  بِساطاً،  ا�خ̄وةَ  نفترِشُ 

رحِ العلمي� الشامخِ  صَرحِ جامعةَ هايغازيان. الص¢

 ، الجماعي¢ والعملَ  والتعاون،  المحبةَ  منها  تعلمّنا 

وتحَملَ  والتنظيم،  والنظامَ  ةَ،  والمود¢ لفةَ  وا��

أكملِ  على  واجباتِنا  أداءِ  في  والصدقَ  المسؤوليةَ 

وجهٍ.

القبعاتِ  نرفَعَ  أن  إ�ّ  يسَعنا   � المقامِ  هذا  وفي 

̄�ؤلئك الذين منحونا العلمَ والثقةَ والبناء.

منا وفُتِحتْ أمامَنا الطرقُ ووصلنا لكل� ما  فمهما تقَد¢

نجاحِنا،  كانوا سببَ  مَن  رَ  نتذك¢ أن  علينا  به،  نحلمُ 

ووجودُهم  ستمرارِ  ��ل بيدِنا  وأمسَكَ  ساندَنا  ومَن 

عنا. زنَا وشج¢ حَف¢

متنانِ  وا�� والشكرِ  الحب�   Äكل أستاتذتنُا  منّا  فلكُمْ 

السنواتِ،  هذه  طيلةَ  جُهدٍ  من  مَعَنا  بذلتموه  لِما 

ولِما زرعتُموه فينا من علمٍ وأدبٍ ورغبةٍ صادقةٍ في 

البحثِ والعمل.

الشكرُ والتَقديرُ لعمادةِ شؤونِ الطلبة على قيامِها 

بالطالبِ  المتواصلِ  واهتمامِها  الكبير  بدورِها 

والتربويةِ،  التعليميةِ  العمليةِ  محورَ  واعتبارِهِ 

من  يحتاجُه  ما  كل¢  وتقَديمها  المتكامِلة  ورعايتِها 

خدمات.

أهالي  إلى  الكبير  الشكر  نقدّمَ  أن  ننسى  ولن 

الخريجين والخريجات ̄�نهم بذلو الغالي والنفيسَ 

لوصولِنا إلى هذه المرحلة.

وأخيراً زمي�تي وزم�ئي الخريجون، ها نحن اليومَ 

أن  ونعمّرَ،  نبنيَ  أنْ  أملٌ  وكلÄنا  جديدةً  حياةً  نبدأ 

تنسوا  و�  والعملِ،  البناءِ  إلى  لنسعَ  ونفكّرَ  نصلحَ 

نصيبَ هذا الوطنِ وأهلِهِ من جهدِكُم. فهم بأمس� 

والمثقفةِ  العاملةِ،  المتعلمةِ  ا̄�يدي  إلى  الحاجةِ 

والخبيرةِ.

سوزانا سعدالدين
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 On  Saturday  the  13th  of 
September, 2017, the Center of Continuing 
Education (CCE) at Haigazian University 
celebrated the harvest of seventy four 
graduates who successfully completed 
the fi elds of Special Education and School 
Coordinators and Division Heads in the 
Teacher Training program, in addition 
to the fi elds of Human Resources, and 
Project Management provided in the 
Adult Education program. Minister of 
Tourism Avedis Guidanian was the guest speaker of this special occasion.

 The ceremony started with a processional march of the proud graduates, 
followed by the national anthem, after which the capacity audience listened to the 
welcoming word of the CCE Director Sebouh Gurunlian.
 
 “Everything is changing so fast, and we cannot deny that with technology and 
information age, so much is changing in so little time,” said Gurunlian, highlighting 
on the unique characteristics of the Center in promoting on-going learning, through 
providing students with accessible opportunities to update themselves, gain new 
knowledge, develop personally and enhance their careers.

 In his congratulatory remarks, guest speaker, Minister Avedis Guidanian 
expressed his admiration and appreciation for Haigazian University in playing a 
major role in the education fi eld of the country and the region by fulfi lling its mission 
through its various departments and the Center for Continuing Education. Guidanian 
also emphasized on the uniqueness of the Lebanese individual describing him as a 
trained and prepared individual adaptable to various changes and always eager to 
learn and develop. 

 With a sense of accomplishment and gratitude, Human Resources Diploma 
Graduate Mona Ramadan invited all her fellow graduates to always hold on 
continuous and ongoing learning. “Life always teaches us a new lesson every day, 
but we should be prepared for that too through our hard work and train our brains 
for any sudden new updates”, Ramadan concluded. 

 In his message, University President, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian considered that 
education “has to continue, so that life continues to be a story of development”. In 
this respect he defi ned “certifi cates” as “proof of good development”, along with 

Center for Continuing Education



the skills, knowledge, updated information and new technologies acquired with 
it. Haidostian concluded by reiterating the fact that “Haigazian University’s mission 
is to remind people, that what makes documents, symbols, and certifi cates really 
worth the trust is the person who holds it… the spirit of the one who holds it, the 
inner certifi cate, the ethics, the behavior, the value system.

The program ended with conferring the degrees and a decent reception.
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Haigazian University offi  cially kicked 
off  its academic year 2017-2018, with 
the commemorative celebration of its 
Founders’ Day, which took place on 
Monday the 16th of October 2017, having 
as keynote speaker, former Minister of 
Finance and currently the Chair of the 
Tripoli Special Economic Zone, H.E. Mrs. 
Raya Haff ar Al-Hassan.

Public Events

On Wednesday the 30th of August, 
Haigazian University welcomed its 
new undergraduate students for the 
academic year 2017-2018, to take part in 
a thorough two-day orientation program, 
designed to introduce students to and 
facilitate their transition into all aspects 
of university life—academic, social, and 
spiritual.
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On the 31st of October 2017, a panel 
discussion titled “Bullying in the 
Workplace” Organized by the Psychology 
Department at Haigazian University, took 
place in the University auditorium.

On Thursday, the 26th of October 2017, 
Haigazian University screened renowned 
Film Director, Bared Maronian’s long-
awaited, highly acclaimed documentary 
movie, “Women of 1915”.
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During the week of November 13 -17, 
Haigazian University hosted a large 
number of high school students (grade 
11 and 12), from numerous Lebanese 
schools at an open week program, 
especially designed to introduce, 
expose and guide them in their choice 
of major and career.

On December 1st, 2017, Nutrition 
and Dietetics Sciences Department 
at Haigazian University, under the 
leadership of the Program Coordinator 
Dr. Sima Hamadeh, with the collaboration 
of Ms. Stephanie Andraos, a Phd student 
at the University of Auckland – New 
Zealand, organized a poster competition 
under the theme of “Nutrition Trends 
Should Not Be So Trendy”, which took 
place in the University’s Auditorium.



On Thursday, December 7, 2017, Haigazian University launched the Christmas cel-
ebrations season, by lighting its Christmas Tree in the Mugar Garden, an annual 
event co-hosted by the University President and the Women’s Auxiliary in Lebanon.

On Wednesday 17 January, 2018 the 
signing of the MOU - led by the Haigazian 
University President, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian and the Baptist Institutions of 
Jordan Board of Trustees’ Chairperson, 
Mr. Emad Gammoh - took place  in the 
premises of the Amman Baptist School 
in Amman – Jordan, under the patronage 
of Jordan’s Minister of Education.
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On Tuesday the 23rd of January, 2018, 
under the high patronage of the 
Lebanese Minister of Education and 
Higher Education, H.E. Dr. Marwan 
Hamade, the Education Department at 
Haigazian University organized a seminar 
entitled, "Special Education in Lebanon: 
The Status of Inclusive Education" which 
took place in the University Auditorium.

On Tuesday, the 30th of January 2018, fi ve 
Haigazian University students from the 
Faculty of Business Administration and 
Economics presented their campaign 
entitled “Rise Lebanon” to combat 
religious hatred and extremism at the 
fi nals of the “Peer to Peer: Facebook 
Global Digital Challenge”. Held at the 
National Union Building in Washington, 
D.C.

On Friday, the 2nd of February, 
2018, under the high patronage of 
the Lebanese Minister of State for 
Administrative Reform, H.E. Dr. Inaya 
Ezzeddine, the Political Science 
Department at Haigazian University 
organized a panel discussion entitled, 
"The Challenges of Reforming Lebanon’s 
Public Administration", which took place 
in the University Auditorium.

On Tuesday the 13th of February, 2018, 
the Nutrition Department at Haigazian 
University organized a lecture entitled, 
"the Dangers of Dieting and Eating 
Disorders", which was delivered by Ms. 
Huguette Abou Khalil, the Awareness 
Campaign Director at the Middle East 
Eating Disorders Association (MEEDA).



On Friday the 23rd of February 2018, 
The Faculty of Business Administration 
& Economics at Haigazian University 
organized a round table conference 
titled “the Macroeconomic Aspects of 
the Lebanese Economy”, which took 
place in the University’s auditorium.

On the 2nd of March, 2018, the Depart-
ment of Philosophy and Religion at 
Haigazian 
University organized a conference en-
titled “The Symbolism of Water in Reli-
gion”, which took place in the University 
Auditorium.

On Friday the 23rd of March 2018, the 
Faculty of Business Administration & 
Economics at Haigazian University or-
ganized a round table conference titled 
“The Retail Industry Trends: Opportuni-
ties and Challenges”, which took place 
in the University’s auditorium.

On Tuesday the 13th of March 2018, 
Armenian Prime Minister, Karen Kara-
petyan, heading a high ranking minis-
terial and economic delegation, visited 
Haigazian University, where he had the 
chance to adress its students, faculty 
and staff  members.
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On Saturday March 24, 2018, the 
Mathematical and Computer Sciences 
Division at Haigazian University organized 
its Third Annual Computer Programming 
Cup for High School Students, with the 
participation of 38 secondary students 
from 16 diff erent Lebanese schools 
across Lebanon.

On the 30th of March, 2018, the Social 
and Behavioral Sciences (SBS) students’ 
committee, in collaboration with the 
Lebanese Down Syndrome Association 
and the Orphan Welfare Society (Saida), 
organized an event to celebrate World 
Down Syndrome Day.

On Sunday, the 22nd of April, 2018, 
Haigazian University, under the patron-
age of the Ministry of Education & Higher 
Education and the Ministry of Social Af-
fairs, in collaboration the "Smart Kids with 
Individual Learning Diff erences Center" 
(SKILD), and the British Council – Leba-
non, celebrated the 5th Annual National 
Day for Students with Learning Diff er-
ences, in its campus at Kantari – Beirut

Under the patronage of the Centenary 
Committee of the 1ST Independence 
of the Republic of Armenia, presided by 
the Head of the National Commission for 
Lebanese Women, Mrs. Claudine Aoun 
Roukoz, the Armenian Handicraft Com-
mittee of the Armenian Relief Cross in 
Lebanon, in cooperation with Haigazian 
University, organized a unique exhibition 
of Armenian handicraft.



On Wednesday 9 May, 2018 a signing of 
the agreement - led by the Haigazian 
University President, Rev. Dr. Paul 
Haidostian and the General Manager of 
the Hotels, Mrs. Dagmar Symes- took 
place in the premises of the Phoenicia 
InterContinental Hotel, in the presence 
of representatives from both parties.

On Wednesday, 27th June, 2018, The 
"Professional Development Program for 
Teachers of Armenian Schools in Leba-
non", organized by Haigazian Univer-
sity with the collaboration of the Arme-
nian Communities department of  the 
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation was 
concluded with an offi  cial ceremony at 
Haigazian University's "Heritage" Garden.

On Tuesday, 19th of June, 2018, under 
the high patronage of the President of 
the Council of Ministers Saad Hariri, rep-
resented by MP Bahia Hariri, Haigazian 
University cooperated with the Forum 
for Development Culture and Dialogue 
(FDCD), Al Amal Iraqi Association, and 
the DANMISSION, in hosting the open-
ing ceremony of the conference entitled 
“Interfaith Dialogue and Living Together”.

Vahram Aghazaryan Art Expo. Anatoly Avetyan Art Expo.
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Armenological Events

The Haigazian University Press published three books between October 2017 
and October 2018

 Alongside this first-ever complete translation the
 book includes a broad introduction and a number
 of appendixes concerning Babiguian’s telegrams to
 his PM, interviews he had on the ship while returning
 from his mission. The Appendixes include as well a
 number of discussions on the Adana Court Martial
 trials and verdicts, the echoes of the Western
 Press, surveys and data of victims and financial
 and the European  301  loss, Turkish Penal Code
 Human Rights Court resolutions on Turkey’s Human
 In a separate section  .11  -2010  Rights record in
 Dr. A. B. Gureghian discusses and proves the
.involvement of the state in the Adana Massacres

Hagop Babiguian, The Adana Massacres: An Eyewitness Account, Translated and 
annotated by Dr.A.B. Gureghian foreword (and Overview) by Dr.A.B. Gureghian

Aghop Der-Karabetian, Armenian Ethnic Identity in context: Empirical and 
Psychosocial Perspective:

 The book is a compilation of several research articles and
 presentations of Dr. Aghop Der-Karabedian, a forerunner
 researcher, who with a handful of enthusiasts like him
 both in Lebanon and the California-Los Angeles area
 initiated unique and original field studies and research
 on sociocultural issues related to compound societies
 and on the relationship between multi-communal
.polities, dominant groups, subgroups and the self
 The surveys and the respective papers study the
 formation, reshaping and changes of identity,
 acculturation, integration, assimilation, survival,
 genocide trauma, rigidifying ethnic boundaries
 and ethnic rejection, language learning, culture
 preservation and heritage awareness, biculturalism and
 bicultural identity, stereotyping, disengagement from
.the ingroup, correlations of livelihood dependencies

 which have become core issues of current academic challenges of Diaspora studies
as well as the preoccupation of migrant groups



The Launching of the 37th Volume of the Haigazian Armenological Review

 On Thursday, October 5, 2017, the 37th volume 
of the Haigazian Armenological Review was launched 
in Lebanon in the Haigazian University Auditorium 
in the presence of Rev. Megerditch Karagoezian, 
Armenian intellectuals, scholars, Armenian Studies 
students and a host of guests.

 Fr. Antranig Granian, the editor-in-chief of the 
Review had passed away a few days earlier. Father 
Granian had joined the Haigazian University faculty 
in 1969. In 1991 he was appointed chief editor of the 
Review. During the past two and a half decades the 
Review had gained in experience, further enriched 
its content, strengthened its quality, and broadened 
its geographic space.

  After an homage to the late editor, Fr. Granian and his involvement in 
the Review through a power point, the ceremony started with the opening words 
of the chair of the Armenian Department, Dr. Nanor Karageozian, who had joined 
the editorial board the previous year. Dr. Karageozian noted that “working together 
with scholars and experts of diverse fi elds and disciplines and editing the volume 
from multiple approaches are necessary tools particularly for the enhancement 
of Armenian Studies, which further grows through multidisciplinary eff orts, 
perspectives and communications. Dr. Karageozian presented the content of the 
724-page volume.

 The cultural attaché of the embassy of the Republic of Armenia, Dr. Vladimir 
Boghossian, took to the podium and drew a panoramic picture of the Armenian 
studies eff orts conducted in diff erent corners of the world. Dr. Boghossian underlined 
that “as a scientifi c discipline and a constituent element of state policy, Armenian 
Studies becomes pivotal in the context of state formation of both the republics of 
Armenia and Artsakh.”

 The President of Haigazian University, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, commemorated 
Father Granian and noted that his presence had “an ennobling, supporting impact 
on all of us. His presence encouraged us and made us more Armenian, urged us 
to work harder.” Dr. Haidostian noted that the sphere of Armenian Studies is a part 
of the mission of Haigazian University, because “Armenian Studies is a science 
and generally speaking, science contributes to the growth of the Armenians. He 
stressed that universities and contemporary civilizations cannot generate thinking 
and curriculum as well as knowledge which is in line with current issues without 
research and research centers. Dr. Haidostian concluded that the Review has 
become the main address in attracting scholars who publish research papers in 
Western Armenian. 
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 Dr. Haidostian concluded that the Review has become the main address in 
attracting scholars who publish research papers in Western Armenian. Dr. Haidostian 
thanked the editorial board and wished them success in their endeavor.
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 Unlike the previous 
conferences, this conference 
was held in two stages: 
Cairo (April 12 & 13), in 
collaboration with the 
Diocese of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church of Egypt 
and Haigazian University 
(May 29 & 30). During the 
ten sessions panelists from 
Egypt, Lebanon, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, 
Sweden, Germany, France 
and the Republic of Armenia, presented a total of 38 papers.

 Organized by the Armenian Diaspora Research Center at Haigazian 
University, this conference was the fi fth of a series of annual conferences. All but 
the fi rst conferences were supported by the Armenian Communities Department of 
the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. 

 On Tuesday, May 29, the offi  cial opening took place in the presence of the 
prelate of Lebanon, Rev. Nishan Bakalian, community leaders from Egypt and 
Lebanon, Armenian intellectuals, historians, and academicians. The ceremony 
began with the opening words of Dr. Antranik Dakessian, Director of the ADRC. Rev. 
Dr. Paul Haidostian’s words were followed by the introduction of the guest speaker, 
Dr. Ruben Adalian (Director of the Armenian National Institute, Washington DC). 
Dr. Adalian’s lecture was titled “By the Nile and the sea, the currents and tides of 
modernity and the role of the Armenian Diaspora of Northeast Africa”. The seven 
sessions of the conference were consecutively moderated by Drs. Arda Ekmekji, 
Nanor Karageozian, Archalouyse Topalian, Armen Urneshlian, Antranik Dakessian, 
and Shaghig Khudaverdian and Yeghia Tashjian.

 An evening lecture was held on Tuesday. Vartkes Nalbandian, a veteran of the 
Ethiopian Armenian community lectured on “The Ethiopian Armenian community: 
Its past and present”.

 The Haigazian University Armenian Diaspora Research Center has scheduled 
its next conference on “Armenians of Greece and Cyprus” for May 2019.

International Conference on “Armenians of Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia”
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Library Events

On Saturday April 21, 2018, Shamaa 
celebrated its 10th anniversary in Gefi nor 
Rotana Hotel, Beirut. Miss Sislian and 
Mrs. Avedikian were there to share their 
joy. Haigazian University Libraries have 
been in collaboration with Shamaa since 
2013; all HU education-related theses 
abstracts and details are posted on the 
Shamaa webpage.

On Thursday April 12, 2018, Miss Sislian 
and Mrs. Avedikian headed to the 
residence of the Australian Ambassador 
HE Mr. Glenn Miles to attend the 
launching of a book of photographs “A 
Long Way from Home: Australian Forces 
in Lebanon 1941-1942.”

Haigazian University hosted the Lebanese Academic Library Consortium (LALC) 
members and EBSCO personnel on September 12, 2017. 

“Birth, Mission and Vision” was the title of 
the celebratory event dedicated to PTIT 
Children’s Armenian periodical, website 
and application. This joint venture 
between the Derian Armenological 
Library and PTIT editors, Mrs. Vergine 
and Mr. Garo Aprahamian took place in 
the auditorium on February 23, 2018. 



During 2017-2018, students from several 
Lebanese academic institutions visited 
the libraries to get acquainted with the 
library and its operational system.
On April 26, 2018, 5 MA students of 
Genocide Studies and 2 students 
of Journalism from Yerevan State 
University, visited HU, accompanied 
by Dr. Mher Hovhannisian, head of the 
Department of Virtual Armenology and 
Information at the Institute for Armenian 
Studies. 

As an affi  liate member of the American 
International Consortium of Academic 
Libraries (AMICAL), Haigazian University 
was represented by University Librarian 
Ms. Sonia Sislian in the 15th annual AMI-
CAL conference, “International liberal 
arts in a digital era: reimagining a shared 
vision for libraries, technology and learn-
ing.”  This year’s conference was held in 
the American University of Central Asia, 
Kyrgyzstan from May 4 to 7, 2018.
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Spiritual Life



 The Spiritual Life group at Haigazian University is a community of students 
who look for growth in faith and fellowship. Spiritual Life is closely related to the 
Student Life, although it is not a club in the strict sense of the word. Students are 
welcome to join spiritual life activities whenever they wish.

 In the academic year 2017-18 around twenty-fi ve students were involved in 
the spiritual life group on a regular basis. The group was led by the campus minister, 
Rev. Wilbert van Saane. 

 Weekly chapels formed the heart of Spiritual Life. The chapels took place on 
Wednesdays, between 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. Songs, prayer, Bible reading, refl ections 
and creative moments were the regular ingredients of these gatherings. A highlight 
of the year was the Christmas chapel, during which Rev. Jonas Weiß-Lange, pastor 
of the German Evangelical Church, spoke. This service was enlivened by the choir 
of the seminary of the Armenian Apostolic Church and a drama performed by 
Haigazian students. Other special chapels included: carols on campus; a chapel 
service in the style of Taizé; an exhibit of some prints of famous Reformation art; a 
chapel on the message of the Peanuts comics.

Guest speakers in other chapels were Mr. Lukas Rüegger, producer and text writ-
er, who showed some of his videos and led a discussion on the rationality of the 
Christian faith; Drs. Paul and Virginia Friesen (USA), couple and family counselors, 
who led a chapel on fi nding your soul mate; Mr. Matthew Francis (Life Agape), who 
spoke about Christian witness; Ms. Janice Choo from Singapore, who addressed the 
theme of following Jesus; and Mr. Fadi Halabi, who pre-recorded a video interview 
about faith and disability. One chapel featured a panel on social work and religious 
inspiration, with as panelists two social workers and the head of the syndicate of 
social workers in Lebanon as panelists.
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In September 2017, the spiritual life re-
treat took place. The venue was the J.L. 
Schneller School in the West Bekaa. 
The theme of the retreat, ‘transforming 
grace,’ was inspired by John Newton’s 
famous hymn ‘Amazing Grace’. John 
Sagherian, regional director of Youth for 
Christ, was the guest speaker. The re-
treat also included a walk in the cedar 
forest; arts; games and sports;

In March 2018, a conference was organized on the theme of ‘water and religion’. 
Speakers from various backgrounds addressed an audience of about eighty. Dr. 
Reine Youssef, part-time lecturer in environmental science at HU, gave a general 
introduction to the state of water in Lebanon. Dr. Hosn Abboud lectured on water in 
the Holy Quran. Sheikh Dr. Sami Abilmona spoke about water from a monotheistic 
perspective. Caleb Hutcherson (ABTS) and Wilbert van Saane addressed water as 
a sign of reconciliation in Christian faith. Chris Naylor, director of A Rocha Interna-
tional, gave a presentation on the work of this NGO in Lebanon. These presenta-
tions were followed by a panel discussion, moderated by Dr. Arda Ekmekji. Various 
experts contributed to this panel: Dr. Desirée El Azzi (USEK), Dr. Nadim Farajalla 
(AUB, Issam Fares Institute) and Mr. Björn Zimprich (GIZ). An over-all conclusion of 
the conference was that religious institutions have an important spiritual message 
of hope to deliver when it comes to environmental protection in general and water 
in particular.



The annual baccalaureate service took 
place on May 20, 2018. It was a fes-
tive, musical event attended by around 
ninety students and their families. The 
speaker was Mgr. Ivan Santus, Deputy 
Head of the Apostolic Nunciature in Leb-
anon. In his speech entitled ‘M’illumino 
d’Immenso,’ Mgr. Santus encouraged 
the graduating students to keep seek-
ing God and to build a better world. 
Two students shared refl ections on their 
time at Haigazian: Nora Kalandjian and 
Shant Akoushian. University President 
Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian also addressed 
the graduating students and, in the tra-
ditional candle ceremony, symbolically 
passed on the light of truth, freedom 
and service to the graduating students.



115115114

Student Life & 
Events



On September 12, the Student Life Offi  ce organized its annual clubs’ sign up day.

On August 16, Student Life Offi  ce held its annual evaluation and planning workshop 
with the participation of 16 students representing the diff erent clubs and sports 
teams at the university.

On September 17, the X-treme Team 
organized a hiking event to Jabal Mousa 
reserve. Around 50 participants attended 
and where they enjoyed the nature and 
the spectacular views.
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On September 25, the Desert Streams 
Club organized a fundraising event for 
their upcoming renovation project.

On October 5, the university had a 
lecture about the Involvement of 
Women in Computer Science by Dr. 
Diana Jounblat – Founder and Director 
of LelaboDigital.

On September 22nd, the Social Activities club organized the “Good Bye Summer” 
event where students played games, enjoyed fresh drinks and enjoyed their time.

On October 9, the Desert Streams Club 
organized another fundraising event 
where the proceeds went to help a 
needy family.



On October 14, the X-treme Team organized their annual survival camp where 
members interested to join the team undergo several physical and mental activities.

On October 23, the UNESCO Club members organized Nigerian Cultural Day on 
campus with Nigerian food and music. 

On October 27, the Social Activities Club 
organized a Halloween party that included 
a costume competition, games and music. 
The students enjoyed their time and 
explored their disguising talents.

On October 24, the Desert Streams Club in collaboration with Donner Sang Compter 
organized a blood donation event to save lives..
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On November 4 the Sports Department 
of Haigazian Univeristy organized 
a friendly basketball tournament in 
Homenetmen Ainjar court and raised 
2,000,000 LBP for CAHL – Armenian 
Elderly Home .

On November 5, the Environmental Club 
participated in a plantation event under 
the patronage of the fi rst lady Mrs. Nadia 
Aoun organized by Bcharre Municipality 
in the cedars area.

On November 6 Armenian Music, Dance and food were present during the Armo’s 
and Co. event organized by the Heritage Club.

On November 24, the X-treme team organized a round trip night biking ride from 
Beirut to Byblos.



During December, the Desert Streams Club organized a clothing drive to collect 
winter cloth. The collected clothes were donated to CAHL an Armenian elderly 
home, Home of Hope orphanage and Beit Al-Yateem.

The Herald magazine for Fall 2017-18 
was out during December 2017.

On December 4, the campus was decorated with smiles, excitement and Christmas 
decorations.

On November 29, the Desert Streams 
Club visited a needy family and donated 
the needed medication along with some 
daily necessary merchandise.
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On December 29, the X-treme team had a workshop with the new mebers of their 

team.

On January 13, the X-treme Team 

organized a red cross training session for 

its members to learn the basics of fi rst 

aid.

On February 16 an exciting debate about 

“Dating in the Modern World” with Ms. 

Anita Moutchoyan -  organized by the 

Women’s Movement Club.

On February 17, the X-treme Team organized a snow hike in Falougha region. Around 

40 participants enjoyed the hike while it was snowing.



On March 1 the Women’s Movement 
Cub invited Mrs. Dima Sadek – Lebanese 
News Anchor and Political Host – to 
lecture about the “Role of Women in 
Media” .

On March 22, the Seven Stars – 7 
Haigazian students, presented out a 
hilarious comedy show that included 
some standup comedy, imitation and 
some songs. 

On March 24, the Student Life Offi  ce organized and outdoor event entitled 
Springscape. The event included a school basketball tournament, an art exhibition 
and a talent show along with other games and a memorable program.
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On March 25 three Haigazian University sports teams (Women’s Basketball ,Women’s 
Futsal and Table-Tennis ) traveled to Athens - Greece on Sunday, March 25 . The 
delegation stayed there for a period of 6 days and participated in the ACG 2018 
INTERNATIONAL SPORTS FESTIVAL organized by the American College of Greece. 

On April 5 and 6, the Desert Streams Club members along with volunteers renovated 
a house for a needy family in Aitat area. The participants enjoyed their time in serving 
others and getting in touch with their humanitarian side.

On April 11, the UNESCO Club organized 
Brazilian Cultural Day in the University 
Auditorium and it included Brazilian 
dance,music and food.

On April 14 three members from the 
Heritage Club (Sako Yacoubian, Chris 
Proudian and Khajag Barsoumian) 
participated in a general knowledge 
competition  organized by Zavarian 
Student Association and won the 2nd 
place among 9 Universities.



On April 14, the Music Club held another successful performance under the title 
of Spring Harmony conducted by Reverend Nishan Bakalian. The performance 
included several solo and band performances.

On April 20 HU Women’s Table tennis 
team got the 2nd place in the USC 
League 2018 tournament.

We are proud of Anna Markarian and 
Mireille Boyadjian!!

On April 26 the Art Club members had their 14th annual Art Exhibition at Matossian 
Gallery.

Also, on April 20 the Heritage Club invited 
Mr. Elie Ferzli (Former Deputy  - Speaker 
of the Parliament of Lebanon) to lecture 
about the Armenian Genocide .
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On April 27 the Haigazian Men's  FUTSAL 
Team  were crowned the CHAMPIONS 
of EUROMILANO 2018 !!!

After playing seven games (six wins and 
a draw) against universities from Paris, 
Libya, Czech, Belgium and Spain,

Our team grabbed a 4-0 win against 
Industriales Madrid University in the fi nal 
game.

On April 30, the Student Life Offi  ce organized its yearly awards day where active 
students in clubs and sports teams during the academic year are honored and 
off ered a certifi cate.



May 15 through 23, the X-treme Team members travelled to Nepal to start their 
Kayaking challenge aiming to encourage the children with cancer of the Children 
Cancer Center of Lebanon to continue their fi ght against cancer. The team 
succeeded in kayaking for four consecutive days with minimal equipment. The 
campaign entitled “Kayaking for Cancer” was able to collect around 13,500,000 
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On June 4, the President’s Offi  ce invited 
a selected group of students from the 
class of 2018, along with their families 
to a reception in appreciation of their 
outstanding eff orts which made a 
diff erence to the life of the university 
community. The students are Joanna 
Derbedrossian, Nadine Al Manasfi , Nora 
Kalandjian and Dina Majzoub.
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