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International Business visionary leader Mr. Ruben
Vartanian and guests, dear diplomats
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Uhpbih oppwtwiwpuntp bt hwpwquwn hhipbp,
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Yet another annual celebration of an educational journey that is
known as higher. You, dear graduates, are mostly achieving the
third level of an educational system. The term HIGHER, must be
intriguing. What is higher in education is not mainly the status, that
is above others, but rather a higher understanding of matters, a
higher degree of personal refinement, a higher level of understanding
of the world and its underpinnings, a higher ability for adjustment in
times of change, a higher appreciation for the weak, a higher
admiration for the more experienced, a higher ambition to develop, a
higher acceptance of one’s own limitations, and a higher respect for
the other.

Higher education may be costly, as it creates various levels of
estrangement, mainly estrangement from the comfort of our

ignorance.

The difficulty of a solid higher education is that challenging the truth
is more common than challenging ignorance. Getting certified in
what we already knew is more desirable than being certified in what
we did not know. Hence, the popular attainment of university
degrees, as positive as it is, may be turned into the skill of the idle,
while it should be the virtue of the diligent.

There is a natural feeling of estrangement in higher education, but
the eventual purpose is to have the educated feel at home with the
depth of their world. Intellectual estrangement is a journey, not a

destination. So, I invite you, dear graduates, to continue searching for



the heights, while seeking to feel at home with your mind and soul,
and with those who surround you.

All humans need to feel at home. But then, we live in a world of
estrangement and displacement all around. Our university, during its
64 past years, has tried to become a home for the estranged on many
levels, including physical estrangement. Your task, dear graduates,
everywhere you go is to help people feel at home intellectually,
spiritually, and physically.

It is no surprise therefore that our speaker today is the Honorable
Representative of the UNHCR in Lebanon. A person who, for the past
26 years has made the UN her home with the displaced or
unprotected people in such places as China, Northern Albania,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Southern
Sudan, and Thailand. Work in Geneva has also been part of her

administrative experience.

She specializes in international protection and emergency
humanitarian responses and has degrees in Public International Law,

Political Science and Asian Studies.

It is my privilege and Haigazian University’s honor to welcome Ms.
Mireille Girard.
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