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Dear graduates,

You have heard many good messages during your years as students here, so let me only add a
brief another.

We are all aware of a contradiction in this rapidly evolving human civilization. It is between
unlimited access to knowledge, information and opportunity on the one hand, and our
awareness of our limitations on the other.

The limitless access to so much is often highlighted and celebrated. But accepting our
limitations is usually disregarded.

Our growth and development will not come because of open access, as much as through our
awareness of our limitations and boundaries. Therefore, a word of advice:

Accept that you have limitations, so that you may develop the inner gifts you have been
granted.

There is no education, no reform, and no development unless you acknowledge your and other
people’s limitations.

Your limitations are not your end. They are your chance for a disciplined journey. They are your
beginning. They will give you the exact mark from which you start growing.



Awareness of limitations will give you the humility to be open for new learning. It will give you
the right heart to turn inhibition into gratitude and growth.

So, the higher the education, the higher the need for acknowledging our limitations. And

hopefully what will follow is openness for inquiry and growth as your mindset and practice in
life.

Now, to our distinguished guest speaker of the day:

Dr. Hasmig Baran holds a Doctor of Education from the University of Southern California (USC)
and a Master of Arts in Educational Leadership and Policy Studies from Californian State
University Northridge (CSUN). Her career in the educational field began in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia
and continued in the United States both in the private and public sectors. Currently, she is a
professor at California State University Northridge with the Department of Modern and Classical
Languages and Literatures in the Armenian Studies Program.

Dr. Baran holds membership in many professional organizations and is an active member of the
Armenian American community and hold numerous positions in academic circles. It is of a
special honor that today’s speaker is also the Chair of the Board of Trustees of Haigazian
University.

Warmly welcome Dr. Baran.

Paul Haidostian

President



