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Dear members of the Haigazian community,

Today, as we celebrate this milestone anniversary, we do so with deep
gratitude—for all those who, in large or small ways, have shaped and
sustained Haigazian University. We honor the contributions that have
made it what it is today, and what it has the potential to become
tomorrow.

Rather than recounting the many accomplishments of Haigazian over
the past 70 years, | am reminded of a moment from our 50th
anniversary. On that occasion, the late Mohammad Baalbaki, Head of
the Press Syndicate, spoke to us. He recalled his days as a young
journalist covering the story of Haigazian’s Cedar rockets in the early
1960s. But what has stayed with me most was a simple yet profound
message he shared with our students and community. He said,
“Haigazian, you are the rocket.”

What he meant was clear: our true value lies not only in what we
produce, but in who we are, and continue to be.

| often find myself reflecting on a question that touches every human
being: What truly makes me happy or fulfilled? So today, | ask you—

What makes you happy? Your answer will reveal just how deeply life

pulses within you.

Philosophers and spiritual thinkers have long explored the nature of
happiness and pleasure. But this evening, each of you is invited—



personally—to reflect on what brings you happiness, and how enduring
that happiness is. The temporary, the material, the everyday—they
matter, and they often bring some joy. But lasting happiness comes
from deeper places—from purpose, from compassion, from faith, from
seeing others flourish alongside you.

This idea, this pursuit of meaningful and enduring happiness, is at the
heart of what Haigazian stands for.

May that kind of happiness accompany you throughout your life into
eternity.

Congratulations, and go forward seeking the deeper joy.

Paul Haidostian
President



